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THE PAW PRINT

Dear Parents, Students and Community:
We are off and running at full speed here at Combs Middle School, completing

the first four weeks superbly. Progress reports will be mailed out this week.

“We exist to provide a supportive learning environment that challenges all
members of the Combs community to realize their highest potential.” AIMS is always
on our minds and in our focus. ADE has study guides available. All students who will

be taking AIMS can log on to www.studyguide.com/arizona to download a study guide.
School Spirit and Community Service are running rampant at Combs. | could-
n’t be more proud of all of the groups who have stepped forward to raise money for
the school and groups in need. The students at Combs are very giving. The spirit is
alive at our athletic events. | see the spirit growing at each football game. My hat is
off to the parents, students and teachers who are attending and showing their support.
Keep up the good work, Cougars. Your tailgate party was awesome. You are all
“Cultivating creative, Caring, Contributing, Champions in the Community...... One

Person at a Time,” and | am proud of you.

Parents, remember to show your support for your child’s education. Get in-
volved in school. Become a member of the PTO or the Site Council. Consider volun-
teering at school. We have many avenues where you can volunteer your talents. My
door is always open. Let me know what your needs are as a parent as well.

Best regards,
Brenda Mayberry
Principal

CUTTING AND RAZOR BURNING ARE ON THE INCREASE

Cutting and razor burning are used as coping mechanisms to deal with stress
and other detfrimental emotions. Most students who cut do so in private, and
parents often are not aware their children are cutting. Most students do not
cut to commit suicide and are often ashamed of their actions and as a result
do not seek help. However, cutters are more at risk for suicide than other in-
dividuals. Parental support is essential in eliminating cutting behaviors. Parents
must know when and how their children are cutting themselves. Parents can
check arms, legs and other body parts that are not easily visible to the coun-
selor or teachers. Parents should collaborate with the school counselor to
teach their children skills o deal with stress and other emotions without cut-
ting. If you have any questions regarding cutting or any other concerns,
please call Mrs. Chamberlain @ 480-882-3511.
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Coming up.....

September

10 Board Meeting

16 Picture Day
HS & MS

17 Gang Task Force
4:15-7:00

25 NJHS Induction
6:30 p.m., MPR

October

3 End of Quarter1

8 Report Cards

9410 EARLY RELEASE

13-17 FALL BREAK

20 Prof. Development

NO sCHOOL

November

4 Election Day
LIBRARY CLOSED

12 Board Meeting 5:30

20 Bus Evacuation Drill

FYI...J. O. Combs
School District has
a $35 fee for all
returned checks!



www.studyguide.com/arizona

Coyote and Cougar Theater
is in full force. The creativity
in the classes is overwhelm-
ing. We have a Lip Sync
Contest October 9" with cash
prizes. Auditions will be Sep-
tember 25" in the multi pur-
pose room. Get your favorite song and start
rehearsing. The show should prove to be excit-
ing! Family and friends, be sure to come and
show your support. December 9" is our Winter
Production in conjunction with dance. Audi-
tions for the show will be October 2" in the
Drama room, 521. Parents we are desperately
in need of some people to sew a few cos-
tumes. | will supply the material and patterns.

We are off to a great year!
Colleen Brown
Theatre Director

Mrs. Dales’ 7" Grade Lanhguage Arts

After finishing our Life Maps in August, our class
continued with the "personal” theme by writing our autobiog-
raphies in a five-paragraph essay format. This has been a
great way to learn about each other while having fun in the
process.

We are currently honing our skills in writing good
leads and strong conclusions. Who knew there were so many
different ways to begin and end our writing? In the next
week or so we will begin reading our class novel, Bridge to
Terabithia, as well. We are always busy becoming better
readers and writers!

Students: Please don't forget..your book reports
are due by September 30, 2008; I can't wait to see and hear
your hard work on these projects!

Special September birthday wishes to Roberto A.
and Chris H. from your teacher and classmates!

See you in class,
Mrs. Dales, M.Ed.
adales@ jocombs.k12.az.us

The CMS/CHS Chess Club meets
on Mondays and Wednesdays after
school. The Round Robin tourna-
ment is in progress and we have
started to get an idea of com-
parative chess strength. Our
first school-wide chess tourna-
ment will be before Thanksgiving,
with the second one in the spring.
Chess club lasts all year, and you
do not have to be at every meet-
ing; just come when you can! For
more information, contact Mr.
Canfield, room 417.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUATIONII

Our school collects Box Tops for Education (the
little pink tickets that can be found on brands such
as Ziploc, Betty Crocker, General Mills, Yoplait,
Pillsbury, & Old El Paso) to redeem for cash to be
used for supplies, materials, and equipment. Please
cut or tear out your box tops and send them to
Mrs. Romero with your student. Thanks for sup-
porting CMS!

CRITICS WANTED!

Have you read a good book
lately? Want to share your ¥
opinion about it? See Mrs. N\
Romero in the library for ‘i'
your Book Review form.

Every person who completes

the form will be entered

into a drawing for a free

book!
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In addition to collecting Box Tops for

Peer tutoring has started! Education, we are expanding our collec-

See Ms. Furman for more tions to Campbell's soup labels, Tyson's

information. A Project A+ labels, and Fast Classics
gﬂ Home Team Rewards. Please take a
K’*} minute to look at your grocery packaging

before throwing it away. If it has a la-
bel on it that may benefit our school,

7" grade Language Arts please send it inl We will also be recy-
will begin to read novels cling paper goods and ink cartridges.
in class, and create their It's not just good for our school—it's
book reports before the good for our planet!

end of the quarter.We Thank you!
look forward to see-
ing unique,;well-
thought out book re-

ports! ki A -

Ms. Smyth’s 7" grade science classes have been hard at work learning the meaning of the term
“Scientific Inquiry.” Scientific Inquiry is the way that scientists make observations, ask ques-
tions, gain understanding, analyze, and communicate what they have learned. Students have al-
ready mastered the steps of the scientific method and are able to identify and apply them to
problems presented to them. This week they are performing their first real experiments using
the scientific method by doing a consumer test of four different brands of paper towels. to dis-
cover which are strongest and most absorbent. In the coming weeks students will explore scien-
tific careers to identify which ones match their own interests and abilities. Throughout the year,
the scientific method will be applied to the study of our planet, the environment, and Earth as a
part of our solar system.

Mrs. Taylor’s 7th grade CMS and CHS Student Council would like to thank all of you

social Studies classes are who came out to the first Tailgating Party in honor of our

- - football team. It was great to see so many of you support-
studying about the (ivil ing your school! Go Coyotesl!

1]
wal', and 8 gl'ﬂﬂe classes We would also like to thank all of the vendors that came
are about to start an eco- out to help as well.
nomics project where they El Rico's Mexican Restaurant  Quizno's
will create their own city Dip N Dots Jamba Juice

With businesses. "¥” Not BBQ Steve's Brain Freeze

e Thanks again to everyone for helping to make it a success!

=

Volume 5, Issue 2 Page 3



N N
@a\ | Cougar Athletics | %‘s\

— —

BOYS SOCCER
SEPT 17" - COMBS VS DESERT SHADOWS @ DS 3:45 PM
SEPT 18" - GILBERT CLASSICAL VS COMBS @ COMBS 3:45 PM
SEPT 22° - THUNDER MOUNTAIN VS COMBS @ COMBS 3:45 PM

GIRLS BASKETBALL 7" & 8™
SEPT 10" 7™ THUNDER MT. VS COMBS TM 3:45
SEPT 10™ 8" THUNDER MT. VS COMBS TM 4:45
SEPT 15™ 7" DESERT SHAD VS COMBS COMBS 3:45
SEPT 15™ 8™ DESERT SHAD VS COMBS COMBS 4:45
SEPT 22" 7" DESERT SHAD VS COMBS DS 4:45
SEPT 22 8™ THUNDER MT. VS COMBS TM 4:45

» SEPT 25" 7™  THUNDER MT. VS COMBS TM 4:45
ws  SEPT25™ 8"  DESERT SHAD VS COMBS DS 4:45
*N SEPT 29 - OCT 3” TOURNAMENT TBA TBA
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ATTENTION ALL PARENTS! This will be the last edition of the Paw Print to
be mailed to each family. You will still be able to view the Paw Print on the
school website—www.jocombs.org. If you wish to continue receiving the Paw
Print in the mail, please fill out the slip below and have your student return it
to Mrs. Romero in the library. Thank you!

STUDENT NAME

ADDRESS



www.jocombs.org.  If you wish to continue receiving the Paw 

