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English 09 Honors ~ COURSE SYLLABUS ~ 2010-2011
Instructor: Andrea Dales, M.Ed.
Room: 452
E-Mail: adales@jocombs.k12.az.us    Phone: (480) 882-3540 x. 1802   
Websites: http://www.combscoyotes.org/teacherpages/adales44 http://moodle.combscoyotes.org/  
Course Description

English 09 Honors is designed to advance and enhance students’ reading and writing abilities. Students should expect English homework daily. Throughout the school year, all freshmen English students will ponder the question:

“What can one person do to change the world?”
Course Overview:

Honors English 09 is a challenging course incorporating the reading and analysis of literature and the active discussion of themes and structure.  In addition to the literature foci, this course will focus on numerous types of writing, with an emphasis on research techniques as well as narrative and expository writing. We will be incorporating group discussion and literature circles as the year moves forward. There are a number of ‘benchmarks’ that students must master related to discussion, reading, writing, grammar, listening, and presentation skills.
Combs High School follows a block schedule. We will be utilizing elements of writer’s workshop and reading workshop to fully take advantage of the schedule. Each quarter, we will read various kinds of literature and meet in whole and small groups to discuss. It is planned for a minimum of one novel per semester to be read and studied as a whole group. Students will be learning how to connect with literature through the use of reader response journals. The writing workshops will allow students to improve and perfect their writing skills.

Course Outline
This year we will be exploring literature from around the world. The quarterly literary focus is as follows:

· Quarter 1: Ancient Middle East, Greece, and Rome
· Major Literature: 

· Epic of Gilgamesh, The Odyssey, Flood Myths, Praise Poems, Lyrical Poetry
· Quarter 2: India, China, Japan, Africa, and the Middle East; Europe Middle Ages 
· Major Literature: 

· Mice that Set Elephants Free, Chinese and Japanese Poetry, African Oral Tradition, Sundiata, Song of Roland, How Siegfried was Slain, The Divine Comedy (Dante’s Inferno)
· Quarter 3: Europe Enlightenment; Nineteenth Century
· Major Literature: 

· Shakespearean Sonnets, Don Quixote, Romeo and Juliet

· Quarter 4: Modern World Literature

· Major Literature: 

· The Hunger Artist, The Myth of Sisyphus, A Good Day, Night, Song of a Citizen, In Praise of Feeling Bad About Yourself, Borges and I, Writing as an Act of Hope

**Some stories may be added or deleted at teacher’s discretion as the class progresses throughout the year.
Course Materials
Textbooks:
Elements of Literature: World Literature. Holt, Rinehart, and Winston. 
The Writer’s Craft. McDougal Littell.
Novels, Books, and Plays:
Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton
Habibi by Naomi Shihab Nye
Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
 Life of Pi by Yann Martel
Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

Shizuko’s Daughter by Kyoko Mori
Stones in Water by Donna Jo Napoli
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck
The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith
The Odyssey by Homer
Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson
Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Choi
Zorro by Isabel Allende
Required Student Supplies

I expect students to bring the following materials to class each day:

· A black or blue ink pen
-  A red pen




-  Pencils and lead
· 1-inch binder

-  Minimum of 4 dividers for binder
-  Agenda
· Lined loose-leaf paper
-  Spiral bound notebook


-  Highlighters (3 different colors)


Grading Policy/Information
I use a standard grading scale:

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
0-59 = F

At the end of EACH semester, there will be a comprehensive final exam. This exam counts for 20% of their semester grade.
As an honor student, you are expected to maintain a grade of “C” or higher in this class. If you are unable to maintain a grade of “C” or higher, you will be removed from Honors English at the semester.
Academic Policies:

1. All homework is due at the BEGINNING of the class period. Late homework will NOT be accepted.

2. Essays and other major assignments are also due at the beginning of class. These assignments may be accepted late with the following terms:

a. 5% deduction if turned in by the end of the day the assignment was due.

b. 25% deduction if turned in the next day.

c. 50% deduction if turned in two days late.

d. NO assignment will be accepted more than two days (class meetings) late.

3. ALL work should be turned in as a printed copy. It is your responsibility to print your work.

a. Please do not bring me thumb drives to print your work and try to avoid emailing me work to print.

i. I realize there are emergencies; please talk to me privately about such issues.

4. If you are ABSENT, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.

a. You have the same number of class periods (days) missed to make up work for excused absences.

b. If you were given an assignment BEFORE you were absent, you are still responsible for turning it in the day you return to class. You do NOT get extra time on such assignments.

5. If you miss a QUIZ or TEST, you have ONE WEEK to make it up.

a. You can get a pass to come in for Coyote Skills or make arrangements to stay after school or come in before school to take care of it.

6. Academic dishonesty of any kind (cheating, plagiarism*, etc.) on ANY assignment will result in a zero (0) for the assignment and possible additional disciplinary action. 

a. You will receive additional, specific information on plagiarism.   

Classroom Procedures and Expectations

By following the procedures and cooperating with one another, we will have a more rewarding and productive learning experience.  
Procedures
1. All rules as stated in the Combs High School handbook should be followed at all times. These rules include (but are not limited to):

a. Cell phones/electronic devices are to be turned OFF and IN your BACKPACK.

b. No food, drink, or gum in the classroom (WATER in water bottles is OKAY).

c. Hats/head coverings are to be removed as you enter the classroom.    

2. Please refrain from using inappropriate language.

3. All students should enter the room quietly and be in their seats when the tardy bell rings. 

4. Your backpacks must be stored UNDER desks or in the back of the room.

a. You are not to keep them in your lap or on your desk.   

5. You MUST HAVE A PASS before you leave any classroom.
6. Please refrain from speaking while others are speaking or presenting. If you have a question, please raise your hand and wait to be called upon. Limit your questions to the class discussion. 
7. You are expected to actively and appropriately participate in class discussions.
8. It is mandatory that you write the objective and homework in your agenda daily. 
9. Work must be completed in either pencil or black or blue ink. Students should not use gel, nor should they use red pens unless instructed to do so for editing purposes.
10. Work that is sloppy or unreadable MUST BE REDONE in order to receive credit.  
11. All assignments requiring a written answer WILL BE answered using COMPLETE SENTENCES.

12. The following heading is required in the upper right-hand corner of all assignments:

FIRST AND LAST NAME (NOT INITIALS)

DATE

CLASS PERIOD (1ST, 2ND, 3RD, ETC.)

TITLE/ASSIGNMENT

13. Make sure you write down the due dates and turn them in on time.
14. All FINAL DRAFTS of written assignments/projects should be typed. Refer to your Paper Format Guidelines handout for specific requirements. Please see me with any questions or concerns.
Expectations 
The following guidelines apply at all times in my classroom.

Be RESPECTFUL—
· Respect yourself, your classmates, teachers, and visitors.

· Work quietly.
· Avoid horseplay/Keep hands, etc. to yourself.
· Pay attention and stay on task.

· Raise your hand to speak and wait to be called upon.

· Do your best on all assignments and have a positive attitude.

· Follow all school rules at all times. 

· No food, drinks, or gum in the classroom.  (Water bottles filled with water are allowed.)
· Remove head coverings before you enter class.

· Follow school dress code.

· Cell phones and electronic devices are OFF and in backpacks (NOT in your pocket, etc.)
· Be RESPONSIBLE—
· Be on time—this means you are in class and seated when the bell rings.

· Get a pass and sign out when you leave the classroom.

· Remain in your seat until I dismiss the class, NOT the bell.
· Be READY—
· Bring required materials to class each day.

· Use your time appropriately.

· Study and review notes nightly

· Plan ahead and manage your time.

Behavior Consequences
When a student chooses not to follow the classroom guidelines and/or to disrupt the class, the student will receive the following: 

1. Up to two warnings during a class period

a. The second warning may be accompanied by a temporary change of seating.  

2. Teacher/Student Conference

3. Call or Email Home

4. Detention 

a. After school
5. Referral

a. An automatic referral may be given for fighting, stealing, or other safety issues, as deemed necessary by the teacher.

I look forward to a great year with you all!

Please complete, sign, and return this page (only) to Mrs. Dales.

Name (first and last) of Student:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian information: 

Name: _______________________________________________ Relationship: ____________________________________ 

Home Phone: _______________________________________ Cell/Work Phone: _________________________________ 

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Best Telephone Number during School Hours: 
Home
  

Cell


Work


Preferred Communication Method:
Home Phone
      Cell Phone
        Work Phone
Email
Name: _______________________________________________ Relationship: __________________________________ 

Home Phone: _______________________________________ Cell/Work Phone: _______________________________ 

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Best Telephone Number during School Hours: 
Home
  

Cell


Work


Preferred Communication Method:
Home Phone
      Cell Phone
        Work Phone
Email
Name: _______________________________________________ Relationship: __________________________________ 

Home Phone: _______________________________________ Cell/Work Phone: _______________________________ 

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Best Telephone Number during School Hours: 
Home
  

Cell


Work


Preferred Communication Method:
Home Phone
      Cell Phone
        Work Phone
Email
The following movies MAY be shown as part of the English 09 curriculum. I understand that if I want my child to be given an alternative assignment at that time, I need to contact Mrs. Dales and make the request.

· West Side Story (1960s musical based on Romeo and Juliet)

· The Odyssey (scenes from)

· Scenes from Romeo and Juliet (both versions)

· Life is Beautiful (1988 rated PG 13 for Holocaust related thematic elements)

· The Last Lecture (Carnegie Mellon University professor Randy Pausch gives a lecture on achieving your childhood dreams. He recently died of pancreatic cancer.)
I have read and discussed the course syllabus and expectations for Honors English 09 with my student.

____________________________________________________________

_______________________ 



Parent/Guardian Signature




Date
I have read the class expectations for Mrs. Dales’ Honors English 09 class and understand that I must take responsibility for my own academic success, as well as my classroom behavior.

___________________________________________________________

_______________________ 



Student Signature






Date    
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