English 11 – Essay 1
Reflection is an important higher level thinking skill that requires a person to think about something they have experienced or read and find meaning, a lesson, or a connection.  For this essay, you will be answering the “big idea” question:

What is the American dream?
· You should FIRST brainstorm possible answers to this question.
· The next step is to write your thesis statement. 
· REMEMBER: The thesis statement is what drives your essay…it is your main idea and opinion about that main idea.  
· Example:
· When one speaks of the American dream, it is different for each person.

· OKAY, now it’s your turn. 
· Remember, the thesis statement is just one part of your introduction. You also need a strong attention grabber and some background information. 
· Now you are ready to write your introduction. This should be a fairly simple process, since you’ve already written your thesis statement and attention grabber! All you need now is the background information that connects the two together. 

· Next step: body paragraphs. 
· What comes last? The conclusion, of course! 
Requirements:

You will write a rough draft of this essay—should be a minimum of four paragraphs.

The rough draft is due Monday.

This is worth 50 points and will be graded using the basic rubric on the back of this page.
	Rubric Item Description
	Points Possible

	Strong Thesis
	10 points

	Well-written and appropriate supporting paragraphs
	10 points

	Good use of transitions between paragraphs and ideas
	5 points

	Strong introduction with an effective attention grabber
	10 points

	Conclusion that leaves the reader with a feeling of closure
	10 points

	Conventions (grammar, spelling, mechanics, etc.)
	5 points

	TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE
	50 POINTS


:::Remember:::
This is DUE MONDAY at the START of class!

Since this is a rough draft, it does not have to be typed.
 It does need to be neat and proofread, however.
I cannot wait to read your essays!
