Name ______________________________________	Total __________ / 40

Dante and “The Inferno” Exam

Part I. Matching (1 pt. each): Match the character to his/her corresponding description.

______ 1. Dante Alighieri			A. Deceased, revered poet who serves as a guide 
						     through hell.
______ 2. Virgil				B. Ferryman who escorts the poets across the river
						    Acheron.		
______ 3. Beatrice				C. Woman whose tale of sorrow moves Dante to 
						     tears.
______ 4. Charon				D. Author and first-person narrator of “Inferno”.

______ 5. Francesca				E. Symbol of Divine Love and faith for the author.

Part II. Multiple Choice (1 pt. each): Select the correct answer for each of the following questions.

6. Which of the following is NOT a part of Dante’s The Divine Comedy?

a. Inferno      b. Purgatorio     c. Trattorio     d. Paradiso

7. How many cantos are featured in The Divine Comedy?

a. 10     b. 25     c. 50     d. 100

8. In life, Virgil was a ______________________.

a. Roman poet     b. Greek philosopher     c. French knight     d. Spanish farmer

9. How old is Dante at the beginning of “Inferno”?

a. 20     b. 35     c. 50     d. 68

10. Which of the following monsters does Dante NOT meet on his way up The Mount of Joy?

a. Leopard     b. Tiger     c. Lion     d. She-Wolf

11. What phrase is etched above the Gate of Hell?

a. Through labor you are free     b. Abandon all hope ye who enter here
c. Pride goeth before a fall           d. Welcome to hell
12. What object do The Opportunists pursue for eternity? 

a. Boat     b. Treasure Chest     c. Pitchfork     d. Banner

13. Why does Charon initially refuse to allow Dante passage across the river?

a. Because he is Italian     b. Because he insulted Charon     
c. Because he is alive        d. Because he is with Virgil

14. What is the name of the demon responsible for determining which level of hell sinners will go to?

a. Semiramis     b. Tristan     c. Minos     d. Sichaeus

15. How does the demon communicate the level of hell to which the sinners must descend?

a. By coiling his tail around himself     b. By stomping his foot
c. By counting his fingers                       d. By flashes of lightning

16. How do sinners in the second circle spend eternity?

a. In a pit of fire     b. In a block of ice     c. In a whirlwind     d. In a lake of lava

17. Who weeps beside Francesca as she relates her story to Dante?

a. Paolo     b. Paris     c. Dido     d. Achilles

18. Which of the following sinners is NOT being eternally devoured by Satan?

a. Cassius     b. Brutus     c. Titus     d. Judas Iscariot

19. As he eats the sinners, what else is Satan doing?

a. laughing     b. crying     c. singing     d. swearing

20. How do Dante and Virgil escape from hell?

a. By riding a shooting star     b. By praying to God     
c. By digging through rock     d. By climbing down Satan’s body

Short Answer (5 pts. each): Respond to TWO of the following three questions in 3-5 complete sentences.

1.  What lesson was Dante supposed to learn as a result of his journey through hell?











2.  Contrary to popular belief, Dante illustrates the last level of hell as being cold and frozen instead of hot and fiery. Why is this?











3.  Describe how Dante uses the “True Way” and the “Dark Wood of Error” as symbols in “Inferno”.
