ROMEO AND JULIET
CAUSE AND EFFECT ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

Choose one of the essay topics below and develop it into a well-supported, two to three page essay. Your essay should include the following:

· An introduction that includes-

· An inviting beginning

· The name of the play and author

· Background information about your topic

· A strong thesis (main idea + opinion)

· Three or more body paragraphs that include-

· Topic sentences that tie back to thesis and unify body paragraphs

· Smooth transitions

· Rich, adequate, specific supporting details, including some direct quotes from play

· Unity, cohesiveness, elaboration
· A conclusion that-

· Ties back to the thesis in some way

· Sums up main ideas

· Leaves reader with a satisfying sense of closure

Additionally, I am going to look for the following:

· “Dead” Words
· N2SSWTSW

· Variation in sentence lengths and types

· At least 3 direct quotes, with in-text citation

You will turn in pre-writing (brainstorm and rough draft) and a clean, typed draft for this paper. Most of the work will be done in class. This assignment is worth 75 points (15 for pre-write, 30 for elements included, 30 for content). You may NOT use a homework pass for any part of this assignment.
TOPICS:

1. What role does fate play in the story? What is fate’s effect on the play’s outcome?
2. What effect does the accelerated time scheme have on the play’s development? Is it plausible that a love story of this magnitude could take place so quickly? Does the play seem to take place over as little time as it actually occupies?

3. What ultimately causes the deaths of Romeo and Juliet? Love, hate, or both?

4. How does the family feud affect the outcome of the play?

5. Who is responsible for the deaths of Romeo and Juliet? 

6. What is the friar’s role in the play? How does he affect the outcome?

7. What causes Juliet to lose her faith in the nurse? Did the nurse change, or did Juliet?

8. How do Juliet’s parents affect the outcome of the play? What might have changed if they had acted differently?

9. What role did Romeo’s friends play in determining the outcome of the play?

10. At what point in the play might something have happened to change the outcome of the play? Why?
