Freshmen worksheet for Dante’s Inferno  
Name_______________________________

Study Questions (Pages 645-666): Answer on a SEPARATE sheet of paper.


Canto 1

1. What was Virgil’s occupation? When and where did he live? (Look in bio before the story)

2. Name the creatures that Dante finds in the woods.

3. Which creature was the most horrible and why?

4. Who helped Dante to feel hope? Who was he and why was he there?

Canto 3

1. What was Dante’s first reaction to the wailing?

2. What was the name of the ferryman?

3. The river’s name is translated as “joyous.” Why is this a good name for the river?

Canto 5

1. How does Dante react to Francesca’s tale? 

2. What does Francesca say is the greatest sadness in this place?

3. What is the punishment in this Second Circle?

Canto 34

1. What is the sin of Iscariot?

2. What is Satan doing to the sinners in Region IV?

3. Why is this part of hell cold?

ACTIVITY FOR THIS WEEK: Due Thursday/Friday this week.
You will either write an essay or create a poster (independently, no groups)

Essay: One page paper on whether you believe in free will. This story shows people making choices that cause them to be in hell. Many people believe that God is all knowing and knows the choices we will make before we do…what do you think? Use references from “The Inferno” to support your paper.

Poster: Choose a famous figure(s) and draw a picture of them and place them in the proper level of the Inferno. On your poster, explain who they are. What did they do? Why are they on the level you chose?
