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2010-2011 biosystems i Syllabus 
Teacher: Mrs. Rivera     





 
School: J.O. Combs High School 
Combs High School 2505 East Germann Road, San Tan Valley, Arizona 85140 

Main School Phone: (480) 882-3540
Course Description:  Textbook: Biology by Stephen Nowicki
J.O. Combs High School Biology Course is a laboratory science class with topics in:

( Unit 1: Introduction to Biology     
( Unit 2: Ecology

( Unit 3: Cell Theory

( Unit 4: Cell Processes

The curriculum in biology affords the student sound training in the principles and techniques of modern science and lab skills. The program integrates laboratory, theoretical, and research skills to provide the range of abilities needed by the practicing student to prepare them for full courses in biology, chemistry, and physics.
Required Materials:
I am excited to have you in my class for the 2010-2011 school year. Below is a list of required materials you will need to be successful:

· Weekly/Monthly Planner (the one given in student handbook is fine)

· Composition Book Wide Rule 100 sheets 9 ¾” x 7 ½” 
· Calculator (basic)
· Lined Paper

· Graph Paper

· Ruler

· Pens/Pencils/Highlighters
· Book (when told)

· Access to a Computer and the Internet (home, school lab, or library)

· A Quiet Study Place
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Save Class Time For:

· Doing Labs & Activities

· Asking Questions

· Taking Tests & Quizzes

Use Time After School for:

· Reading

· Practice Problems & Worksheets

· Taking Self-Tests

· Attending Tutoring

#1 Tip: Get to Know Your Classmates! There will be many students taking the same course you are. Take time to get their phone #’s and/or emails. Set up Study Groups!

Grading Policy:
Students are expected to carefully complete assignments. Work without a name will not be graded. Students must identify the work by writing at the top of the page: first and last name, date, and class period. 
Grades are based upon the standard scale: A= 100-90%, B = 89-80%, C = 79-70%, D = 69-60%, F = 59-0%.

Grade percentages will be based on performance in tests, homework, labs, class work and projects as follows: 
Test and Quizzes, Homework, Labs, Class Work, and Projects Class Participation – 80% of semester grade.
The Final Exam – 20% of semester grade. You will take a comprehensive final exam at the end of each semester (This means you will be tested on all of the objectives you have learned up to that point).
Attendance
Come to school every day and be on time.  Tardiness interrupts the classroom presentation for all students and gravely jeopardizes the learning of the tardy student.  When students are tardy they miss out on valuable instruction that is not possible to repeat because class instruction continues.  Come to class on time – it’s a job.
Late/Missed Assignments/Exams

Class policy is to not accept any late work (including exams and quizzes) without an excused absence for full credit. So don’t be late! Any missed work must be made up within the next class meeting of the student’s return. Late work may be made up within the next class meeting of the student’s return for 50% credit (school policy).  Missed exams or quizzes are administered after school on Thursdays til 4pm.  Students are responsible to get any missed assignments when they return. If help is needed, be sure to come to coyote skills to get caught up. 
Classroom Rules, Routines and Policies:

Following these rules, routines, and policies will create a professional education environment that enhances the achievement of academic success.  This is the goal.  Enforcement of these rules takes away from already limited instruction time. Violations will result in parent contact, detention during which students are expected to work in the classroom, and if repeated, administrative referral.
 1. Students shall have respect for their peers, their teacher and their surroundings, including textbooks, school property and other student and teacher materials.  Students are responsible for any damage to the new textbooks. The school and all contents within it are brand new. It is student’s responsibility to keep it looking that way.
2.  Classroom entry shall be quiet and quick. Look to the handout desk for any new handouts. Students will bring required classroom materials to their assigned seat, along with any homework and work in progress.  Student shall note any homework or assignments changes on their weekly agendas and begin working on the bell-ringer questions and/or vocabulary. 

3.  Homework must be turned in within the first 5 minutes of class.

4.  Missed test and quizzes cannot automatically be retaken. Unexcused absences will result in a zero score.  If a student is absent due to an excused absence, the student will be expected to take the test and/or quiz missed upon their return at an agreed upon time and place, and within one week of return.

5. CD/mp3 players/iPods, cell phones or video games in use or available for use shall be confiscated and given to the administration for parental pickup. Student refusal to cooperate will be considered defiance and more serious consequences will result than would otherwise.  Students must have their full attention directed to classroom activities to enhance learning opportunities. No exceptions.
6. Students are expected to participate and do their part in group labs and activities.  On average there will be one day allocated for a weekly laboratory inquiry activity.  In order for laboratories to be successful a high level of maturity and courtesy is required.  Expensive equipment and rare samples are used during many laboratories.  General science laboratory safety rules will be strictly enforced.  
8.  Food and drinks are not allowed in class or lab. Students may bring a closed clear plastic container for water, and no other liquid. No exceptions. 
9.  Regular parent contact occurs throughout the school-year.   It is preferred that discussions be about positive behaviors rather than problematic behaviors.  Student education, supported in the classroom and in the home environment, maximizes academic development.
Laboratory Safety:

In order for every student’s laboratory experience to be fun and safe, specific laboratory guidelines must be followed at ALL TIMES! Study the rules listed below 1-14 and list a reason for each rule on a separate page and turn it in by 8/12.
1. Read through the lab instructions before you begin a lab. If in doubt, ASK the instructor for clarification! 
2. Never perform any experiments that have not been approved by the instructor.

3. Concentrate and always behave in a business-like manner.

4. Goofing off will not be tolerated, and will result in IMMEDIATE removal from the lab and a zero on the project.

5. Safety goggles must be worn at ALL TIMES. 

6. Closed-toed shoes and restrained hair are required. No jackets, sweaters, or long sleeves allowed. These can all be a fire hazard. 

7. Never put unused chemicals back into the stock bottles. This will result in contamination!


8. All chemicals and lab equipment must be handled in a safe manner. 

9. Do not use more chemicals than are called for in the lab.

10. Make sure you turn off all gas and water outlets after use.

11. Dispose of waste properly. 

a. Put paper and any SOLID waste in the trash; 

b. Put any flammable or BURNT material in the fire cans; 

c. DO NOT PUT WASTE DOWN THE SINK!!

12. Always leave your lab area clean and dry and put laboratory equipment back where you found it.

13. NO Food or Drink is allowed in the Lab at Any time.

14. IMMEDIATELY REPORT ACCIDENTS OR INJURIES TO THE INSTRUCTOR!!!!

Consequences:

Disruptive Behavior

Disruptive behavior will NOT be tolerated in my class, this is your 1st and only warning. You are now warned!!
Offense: 

1st 

Verbal Warning

2nd

Reflection Sheet/Teacher conference

3rd 

Contact Parent
4th

Referral

Notice to All Students
Any act or behavior which endangers the well-being of any student will result in immediate removal from class with a request that the offending student be dropped from the course.

Be careful in the Lab. 

You will be held financially responsible for any broken or damaged equipment.

Class Dismissal

No one will be allowed to leave the room until the lab is clean, regardless of who made the mess. 

Goggles
You will be warned once if you are not wearing goggles, violation of this rule thereafter will result in removal from the lab for the rest of the day.

Appropriate Attire

Closed toed, flat-soled shoes are required for lab participation.

Student and parent/guardian agreement & acknowledgement form

Parents/guardians and students are encouraged to review the rules and procedures outlined in the 
J.O. Combs High School Student/Parent Handbook in addition to this document.
1. We have read this ENTIRE document and understand the information presented.
Student’s Printed Name 
_____________________________________________________________
Student signature 
_____________________________________________________________ Date ____________

Parent signature 
_____________________________________________________________ Date ____________
2. I would like to be able to communicate with parents quickly and easily when needed in order to aid in the student learning process. Please provide the information below so I may do so.

Please fill our completely. Mark or star the best method to contact you. I can be contacted by:






Home Phone
____________________________

between _________ and ___________

Cell Phone
____________________________

between _________ and ___________

Work Phone
____________________________

between _________ and ___________

Parent/guardian e-mail address:  _____________________________________________________
Student e-mail address:  ____________________________________________________________
3. Additional Information. If you have any comments or concerns, would like additional information, or have concerns about your student, please list them below. 
Please sign, date, and initial the appropriate consent information.  Students should return this page 

by Tuesday or Wednesday, August 10 and 11, 2010.

Student information sheet
Student Name  _____________________ _____________________
I am a: 
Freshmen   Sophomore   Junior     









       (Circle One)

Do you have access to a computer at home?

Yes 
No

For how many hours? _____

Do you have access to the internet at home?

Yes 
No

For how many hours? _____

Do you have a working printer at home?

Yes 
No

Do you participate in any Extracurricular Activities?
Yes 
No


If Yes, which ones?
Who is your coyote skills teacher: ____________________________
Age?
_______

Do you have a job?   Yes 
No  

If Yes, where? __________________ 
hrs per week ___

How do you get to and from school?

Original Home Town:  ________________________________

How many people live at your home?  ____

What are you educational goals? (ex high school, college, technical, etc.)

What are you career goals? (ex physics, nursing, business, manager at McDonalds)

What is your favorite subject? Why?

What is your least favorite subject? Why?

What do you think about reading skills? Do you like to read? What? Do you have a favorite author?

What do you think about your math skills?

What Math class are you currently in? _________

What do you think about your science skills?



Do you like science? Why? Describe one good and one bad experience you have in a science class in the past. 

Describe what you are looking forward to learning in BioSystems I this year:





Grade Earned





Grade Earned
Previous Math Courses:  
________________
____
Previous Science Courses:  
________________
____ ________________  
____



________________
____





________________    
____



________________    
____



________________    
____



________________    
____






Mrs. Rivera
1
Biosystems I Course Syllabus 

