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Welcome to Resource English!
Our goal this year is to make sure that you succeed.  Each student will achieve a different level of success.  The effort you put into my class will determine which level you achieve.  Aim high!
Contact Me…
Feel free to contact me at any time during the day. If you have an urgent need, please, email me as I will be able to check my inbox throughout the day and email is the best way to reach me.
Also, feel free to contact me via the telephone. Please keep in mind that calls will be directed to voicemail and answered at the end of the school day.

My planning and preparation time during 1st semester is on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:00 to 10:30 am and on Wednesdays from 8:30 to 9:30 am.   
Concepts Covered…
As this is a resource class for students who struggle with reading decoding and writing, we will be focusing on 
* phonemic awareness
* the study of phonemes for decoding and spelling
* syllabication and other basic spelling rules
* steps of the basic writing process

  These topics will be addressed using the Orton-Gillingham method of instruction for students with specific learning disabilities as I am a certified Orton-Gillingham practitioner.   If you wish to research this method on-line the website is www.orton-gillingham.com.  
While your students are building their basic reading and writing confidence, we will also be addressing the same concepts for the general education English class based on the Arizona State Standards.  These concepts include the following:

· Learning the meanings of basic linguistic roots and affixes

· Understanding the meaning of figurative language, idioms, similies, metaphors, and hyperboles.

· Employing strategies to comprehend text such as predicting, sequencing, cause and effect, drawing conclusions, inferences, main idea, fact and opinion, author’s purpose, propaganda techniques, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, and multiple meaning words.

· The basic writing process and the 6 Traits of Writing.

· How to write personal narratives, expository writing, functional writing, and persuasive writing, literary response, and researching practices.
Now that ought to keep us busy!!!
Materials Needed…
Each student is required to provide a spiral notebook to be used for journaling and bell work (one per semester), a pencil and pen (blue or black only), one ream of copy paper, and a folder to keep homework, assessments, and other classroom handouts.  I would also appreciate if you could provide a box of facial tissue and a bottle of hand sanitizer for your students to use for their comfort and convinience in class.
Classroom Code of Conduct…
My classroom “BE” rules:
· BE on time and prepared
· BE polite to your teacher and classmates

· BE in charge of your own personal belongings

· BE respectful

· BE responsible

The consequences for breaches of the “BE” rules are as follows “At Bat”:

· Strike 1- 
Verbal warning

· Strike 2- 
Sent out of room to the hallway on the side of the class for 2 minutes.

· Strike 3- 
You owe three minutes after class and we call home.

· You’re out!-   You are sent to the office with a referral and a call home.

I love to give positive calls home for all of my hard working students.  We will have a great 8th grade year!
School Rules…
· You MUST be dressed according to the school’s dress code.
· NO electronic devices are to be brought onto school grounds, especially into the classroom.
· Cell-phones, CD/MP3 players and digital cameras are NOT ALLOWED on campus during the school day. Students not following this policy will have their electronic devices confiscated.
Grading Policy…
All grades are based on the number of points possible for any given assignment. A student’s total grade for any marking period is based on the total number of points a student received divided by the total number of points possible, which will result in a percentage grade. The following scale determines the letter grade associated with a student’s percentage grade.
A 
= 
90% - 100%

B 
= 
80% - 89%
C 
= 
70% - 79%
D 
= 
60% - 69%
F 
= 
59% or below
Since many of my students have IEP accommodations for things such as extra time for assignments I will allow ample time to complete something as long as they truly are putting forth the effort.  Absences extremely hamper your child’s academic progress so please try to keep them to a minimum.  Just like in math, phonemic awareness, reading decoding, and the writing process are all sequential steps that must be taught in a consistent order to yield the best results.
Absent Make-up Work…
As your child approaches high school, we need to have them take more responsibility for their education.  Students are responsible for checking on missed assignments the day he/she returns to school.  Please encourage them to do so.  They will be given one extra day for each day they missed of school to make up assignments.  
Homework and Cougar Skills class:
Please make sure you first try to do your homework at home.  Please do not rely on Cougar Skills time instead of working on something at home.  If you have two hours worth of homework and only one hour of Cougar Skills, your homework will not get done and your grade will suffer.  If you need more help with your class work then class time allows, you may come to my class during the Cougar Skills class to get additional assistance.   Also, if you need help keeping track of your homework and assignments Cougar Skills is a great time to come get some helpful techniques or some tracking sheets to help you stay organized and on top of your education.  You may also contact me with your questions/concerns at lrice@jocombs.k12.az.us or leave a voicemail message at school at (480) 882-3540 ext. 1769.
Classroom Procedures…

1) Entering the Classroom

a) All students should enter the room quietly and be in your seat by the time the tardy bell rings.

b) Immediately get your materials ready for the day (i.e.: homework out, pencils sharpened, etc.)

c) Immediately begin your bell work or journaling activity.

2) Tardiness

a) When you are tardy to class, I will make sure you know.

b) Please refer to your student handbook for other information and consequences for tardiness.

c) If you are late from another class AND HAVE A PASS from the teacher, QUIETLY hand it to the teacher and immediately seat yourself and begin working. Please avoid disrupting others.
3) Dismissal

a) Remember “The bell does NOT dismiss you; I DO.”
b) No one will be dismissed until everyone is at their desks and the room is in order!

4) Getting Materials in Class
a) When you are getting materials out of your backpack, please do so quietly.

b) When you have to get materials by getting out of your seat, you must raise your hand and ask politely.
c) When you are getting any materials from other areas in the classroom, do it quickly and quietly—WITHOUT disturbing any other students.

5) Listening and Questioning in Class

a) Please refrain from speaking while others are speaking to our class OR while I am teaching.

b) If you have a question or would like to answer a question, RAISE YOUR HAND and WAIT to be CALLED on.

c) Remember to limit your questions to the class discussion ONLY.  Stay focused!
d) DO NOT ASK TO GO TO THE RESTROOM OR GET A DRINK during class discussions/lessons. 

e) When I ask for your attention in class, STOP what you are doing IMMEDIATELY and LISTEN carefully.

6) Absences
a) It is your responsibility to find out what you missed when you have been absent. 

b) You may ask me at the beginning (during bell work) or end of class for any clarifications or to set up a time to make up a test or quiz.

c) You have one day for every day that you were absent to make up the work.

d) Make sure you turn in any work that was due the day you were absent as well.

7) Student Planner/Agenda

a) Using your planner/agenda will help you stay organized!

b) IF your parent/guardian needs a teacher signature in your planner daily, then present it to me at the end of the class period AFTER YOU HAVE WRITTEN your assignments in it.

8) Turning in Assignments/Homework

a) All assignments are due the next day of class, after they are assigned, UNLESS A SPECIFIC DUE DATE IS GIVEN.

b) It is your responsibility to turn in your work on time.

9) Assignment Heading

a) Write your name and information as clearly as possible. If I cannot read it, I cannot grade it and you may lose points because of illegible work.
b) The following heading is required in the upper right-hand corner of all assignments, unless you are writing a final draft.  Then, we will refer to the MLA format which will be given to you.
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FIRST AND LAST NAME (write out both)

DATE

Blue or Gold and 1,2,or 3




           

      TITLE/ASSIGNMENT

10) No-Name Papers/Assignments

a) Papers/Assignments that are turned in without a name and heading will be thrown away.

b) It is your responsibility to put the proper heading on your assignments—legible and in the proper place.
11) Cooperative Learning (Working in Groups)
a) You may be asked to work in pairs or groups to complete an assignment.

b) When working in this manner, I expect each student to do his or her part on the assignment.

12) Being Prepared for Class

a) Each day you must have your notebook, a pencil or pen, your folder, and any work due that day. 
13) Leaving the Classroom

a) You must have MY PERMISSION to leave the classroom for any reason!

b) You must have a campus pass and/or teacher pass BEFORE you leave the classroom.

c) You MAY NOT leave my classroom to go to another teacher without a note.

d) You may raise your hand and ask to go in an “emergency”, but please do not ask during instruction or discussion time in class.

14) Announcements

a) When announcements come on during class time, sit QUIETLY until we can return to work.

b) When daily announcements are made (in the morning and afternoon), remain quiet and listen carefully.

c) After announcements, you should return immediately to your work.
d) If the announcement is important enough to interrupt our lesson, we need to listen!

15) Moving About the Room

a) Ask permission before getting out of your seat.

b) Do NOT jump over desks or chairs in order to get to the other side of the room.

c) Keep your hands and feet to yourself when walking up and down rows.

d) Keep all trash with you at your desk until I dismiss you; then, throw it away as you exit the room.

16) Visitors

a) When visitors are in the classroom, you are to ignore their presence as if they were not even here.

b) I will let you know when it is okay to interact with visitors in this classroom.

c) DO NOT let me know when a visitor has arrived for I am aware of their entrance.

d) DO NOT speak out to them.

17) Participation in Class

a) Part of your grade will be participation.

b) Participation points come from the bell activities, class discussions, and other various classwork.
18) Food/Drinks/Candy

a) You are not allowed to have open food or drinks (water is an exception) in my classroom.

b) NO GUM is allowed on campus and in my classroom.

c) I reserve the right to THROW OUT ANY FOOD OR DRINKS as I see fit.
Please complete, sign, and return this page (only) to Ms. Rice.
Name (first and last) of Student:  __________________________________________________ 

Name(s) of Parents/Guardian(s): (First and Last Names)

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Email Address: _____________________________________________________ 

Best Number to Reach You During School Hours: _______________________________________ 

I have read the class expectations for Ms. Rice’s English class and understand that I must take responsibility for my own academic success, as well as my classroom behavior.

_______________________________________________

_______________________ 



Student Signature






Date

I have read and discussed with my child the class expectations for Ms. Rice’s English class.

_______________________________________________

_______________________ 



Parent/Guardian Signature





Date
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