EUPHEMISM 

(yoo-fa-mizzum)
DEFINITION:

Although the society in The Giver stresses what it calls "precision of language", it is built upon a language that is NOT precise, but that deliberately clouds meaning. What does Jonas's community really mean by the following words?

1. Release (p. 2)

2. Feelings (p. 4)

3. Animals (p. 5)

4. Nurturer (p. 7)

5. Stirrings (p. 37)

6. Replacement child (p. 44)

7. Elsewhere (p. 78)

8. How does Jonas's community use euphemism to distance itself from the realities of their world? Be specific.

9. How does our society use euphemism to distance the realities of death, bodily functions, aging, etc.? Give examples.

10. What benefits and disadvantages are there to such uses of language? Provide examples for each.
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