Identifying the Authors Purpose 
"Get With the Program!" 
According to the National Institute on Out-of-School Time, afterschool programs, sometimes called extended-day school programs, increase academic performance and allow students to develop more friendships. These programs also help students discover career interests. In fact, a study by the research group Public Agenda found that 85 percent of students themselves said kids are better off participating in after-school, organized activities. When your fellow students say something, you can be sure it is true. Many extended-day programs are funded by local, state, or national governments. Other afterschool programs are run by organizations such as the YMCA, the Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs, 4-H, and many more community groups. Even though your hours may seem filled with school, chores, and homework, joining a local afterschool program is one of the best things that you can do. 

Academic Life 
Being a part of an afterschool, or extended-day, program can help you to achieve more academically. In Ohio, some extended-day programs are sponsored by the Swedish-American Chamber of Commerce. A study of these programs revealed an amazing statistic. Students who were not in an afterschool program in seventh grade but joined one in eighth grade reduced their average school absences from 18 days a year to five. When you spend more time in class, you are exposed to more learning opportunities. You spend less time catching up on work that you have missed. You are more likely to be prepared for those pop quizzes that teachers sometimes give. Teachers surveyed about their middle school students involved in afterschool programs by the 21st Century Community Learning Centers said those students were more likely to try harder, to pay more attention, and to participate more in class. How can this be true when many afterschool programs include tutoring and homework time but also devote much time to recreational activities? Part of the answer has to do with self-esteem, or how good you feel about yourself. When you feel good about yourself, you are more comfortable in school and in other situations. 

Social Life 
Middle school can be a tough time. Friends can be fickle. People you were close with one quarter may ignore you the next. Thomas W. Giard, a middle-school principal in Connecticut, believes that finding “one’s identity and niche in middle school is probably the most difficult and daunting task a middle-schooler faces.” Giard goes on to say that it “is always remarkable to see the friendships that develop in afterschool programs that would never happen during the normal course of the school day.” There are several reasons why these friendships develop. To begin with, afterschool programs typically have a more relaxed mood than you will find during your school day. Second, if you attend an afterschool program at least several days a week, you will spend more time with some kids who you may have never shared a class with or even met during the course of your time in school. Last, participating together in activities can help to build a bond. Whether you find yourself puzzling over English homework with a new buddy, helping to plant a garden with some other members of your group, or sharing art materials with others, you are likely to meet people who have common interests. Sharing interests is one part of what makes a friendship last. 

Looking Toward the Future 
Involvement in an afterschool program can not only boost your academics and help expand your circle of friends. Afterschool programs can help you to decide what kind of career you might enjoy. As Cath Rindle, a head teacher at a school in Birmingham, Great Britain, said, “Being at school is not just about what you do between 9 a.m. and 3:15 p.m., it’s about acquiring the skills to go into society—it’s about widening horizons and showing children they can be a chorist or a scientist.” If you take part in 4-H, you can gain experience in cooking, growing crops, and caring for animals. Some extended-day opportunities allow students access to computer labs, where students can learn about programming languages such as Java. Many afterschool programs are rife with volunteer opportunities in all sorts of fields, including medicine, law, and arts. When you take part in an extended-day program, you can explore many fields. You will most likely discover some new interests, too. 

What Are You Waiting For? 
Afterschool and extended day programs can be so much fun that you might not even realize some of the benefits you gain while participating in one. As you make new friends, develop personal interests, and gain skills that you might use in your future career, you are likely to see your performance in school improve. What do you know about the afterschool and extended day programs available where you live? You can search on the Internet to find opportunities. If there are none where you live, you can begin talking with your teachers, principal, and community leaders to develop some. Do what you can to make afterschool programs available to yourself and your fellow students. You will reap the benefits of participation for the rest of your life. 
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	1. from "Get With the Program!"
Which quotation supports the author's statement that afterschool programs can provide new social opportunities? 



	a) 
	a)"Giard goes on to say that it 'is always remarkable to see the friendships that develop in afterschool programs that would never happen during the normal course of the school day.'"

	b) 
	b)"Middle school can be a tough time. Friends can be fickle. People you were close with one quarter may ignore you the next."

	c) 
	c)"When you take part in an extended-day program, you can explore many fields. You will most likely discover some new interests, too."

	d) 
	d)"When you spend more time in class, you are exposed to more learning opportunities. You spend less time catching up on work that you have missed."


 “Join the Club!” 
Even though your life may already seem busy with school, chores, and homework, becoming a member of a school club is one of the best things you can do for your future. When you are in a school club, then you make connections with classmates you might not otherwise meet. You gain valuable experience participating in something that is interesting to you, and you get to experience the world as a larger place. Being a member of a school club gives you chances for friendship, service, and growth. 

Joining a school club gives you a chance to meet students whom you do not share any classes with. Imagine that you are interested in Art. If you have Art during second period, then you know the other kids who take Art then. But Art is offered every period! If you joined the school Art Club, you would get to meet some of the kids who take Art at other times during the day. You can learn so much from other students! You might discover new Art projects to create. You might be turned on to unfamiliar artists. You will most likely find more people to make Art with. The friendships you make in school clubs can last a lifetime. 

Part of the reason why friends that you make in a school club can last a lifetime is because you and your club friends have a common interest, and you will spend time together developing this interest. If you are interested in helping animals, for example, maybe you will volunteer at the local animal shelter. If you are interested in music, maybe you will develop a school radio station. Joining a school club gives you a wonderful chance to gain more experience with and knowledge of an area. 

When you make new friends and spend time on something that matters to all of you, you will see that the world is a bigger place than you realized. All around you are opportunities to expand your knowledge. All around you are opportunities to help your community. All around you are people who might become your friends. Sharing your interests with others will open up your world. The world is much different than it might appear in school. 

It can be difficult to see how great some things are when you have not experienced them. You might think that joining a school club will just take more time and energy out of your days, but it isn’t that simple. Being a member of a school club will bring you happiness. You can make new friends, gain experience doing something you love, and find out more about this world that we live in. If the club that you want to belong to doesn’t exist, why not create it? Join the club! It’s a great way to spend time and learn. 
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	2.  from "Join the Club!"
What supports the author's claim that joining a club may give you valuable experience?



	a) You might go on field trips as part of a club.

	b) You might volunteer as a member of a club.

	c) You might teach others as a member of a club.

	d) You might do interesting schoolwork as part of a club.


"Save the Desert Letter"
April 24, 2007 

Principal Jane Seacrest 
1445 East River Road 
Palm Hills, AZ 88742 

Dear Principal Seacrest, 

My mom was at the school board meeting last week, and she told me that they are talking about making a new parking lot behind the school. In fact, it sounds like it’s already been decided, but no one has asked the students what they think. In order to make this parking lot, many trees, saguaros, and other plants will be bulldozed and killed. We kids will lose something important to us, and the animals who live there will lose their homes. 

I have talked to my friends about this, and we disagree with this idea. We love that we come to school in the desert, and we get to watch the lizards and jack rabbits every day at recess. We can hear the birds chirping and the doves singing while we are in class. It helps us not feel like we are locked up in a building if we can just look outside and see the flowers on the ocotillo bushes. Whenever we need to take a break from our teacher’s lecture, we can glance outside and see a hummingbird flying around. Maybe you think it makes us not pay attention, but we have learned a lot from this little area, too. 

We have taken many walks out there with our science teacher, Mr. Gosling, and he has taught us many things about desert safety and ecology. For example, we learned that it takes 65-75 years before a saguaro grows one arm. So a lot of the saguaros out there are over 100 years old. We also learned about how to watch out for rattlesnakes. If there is a parking lot here, what are we going to learn? Did the school board think about that? 

We 7th graders have also been talking to our friends in 8th and 9th grade, and even the class president of the 9th grade class said she wasn’t told about this plan! We feel we should get a chance to share our opinion, since it is our school. If you build a parking lot here and kill all the desert, where will the animals live? Students will be very upset to see the desert disappear, and that is going to be a bad influence on our learning. 

We want to hear back from you about this and we want to have a say in what happens. Could we meet with you or the school board? 

Sincerely, 
Jesse Robins 
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	3. from "Save the Desert Letter" 
Which statement supports the author's claim that he enjoys the nature surrounding his school?  



	a) "For example, we learned that it takes 65-75 years before a saguaro grows one arm."

	b) "It helps us not feel like we are locked up in a building if we can just look outside and see the flowers on the ocotillo bushes." 

	c) "We feel we should get a chance to share our opinion, since it is our school."

	d) "Students will be very upset to see the desert disappear, and that is going to be a bad influence on our learning."


"Gentle Friends of the Sea"
Manatees are gentle marine mammals that live in the bays, canals, and rivers of Florida's waters.  They are large, with paddle-like tails and squinting expressions.  An average adult weighs about 1,000 pounds and is about 10 feet long. Manatees are grey-colored. They are shy and gentle and usually solitary. 

We must act now to preserve these gentle giants from extinction.  Every year, thousands of manatees are slaughtered in the canals and rivers of Florida.  The leading cause of manatee deaths is boat collisions.  Those people who oppose new regulations to limit building and boating are just trying to preserve their own hobbies. It has been proven that extending "no wake" zones, where boats must travel slowly, saves manatees' lives. Why should an animal pay with its life for a person's recreation?  Manatees are only moments away from extinction.
To find out more about manatees, which are sometimes called "sea cows," you can do an Internet search or look in an encyclopedia. 
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	4. from "Gentle Friends of the Sea"
Which detail supports the author's claim that manatees are in danger?



	
	a) "Manatees are gentle marine mammals that live in the bays, canals, and rivers of Florida's waters." 

	
	b) "An average adult weighs about 1,000 pounds and is about ten feet long." 

	
	c) "Every year, thousands of manatees are slaughtered in the canals and rivers of Florida." 

	
	d) "Why should an animal pay with its life for a person's recreation?" 

	
5. from "Gentle Friends of the Sea"
Which strategy does the author use in the text to persuade the reader? 



	
	a) The author uses testimony to convince the reader that manatees are going extinct. 

	
	b) The author uses loaded language to convince the reader that few people care about the manatees. 

	
	c) The author uses authority by giving facts that come from newspaper articles about manatee deaths. 

	
	d) The author uses emotional appeal by revealing the tragedy of manatees dying.

	
6. from "Gentle Friends of the Sea"
Why does the author refer to manatees as "gentle giants"?



	
	a) to let the reader know how big they are

	
	b) to convince the reader they are huge 

	
	c) to call forth sympathy for their deaths

	
	d) to persuade the reader to take action 


"Hold the Carbs!"
Everyone has heard of the latest diet craze—eat lots of meat and protein, and don't eat carbohydrates.  What are carbohydrates, you ask?  Why, carbohydrates are found in breads, fruits, and vegetables.  So this new craze asks us, the dieters, to avoid breads, fruits, and vegetables. 

While this craze is extremely popular, the dieter needs to understand the overall health risks.  It is not healthy to eat only meat and fats.  The body requires the nutrients and fiber found in fruits and vegetables.  A high protein and high-fat diet can actually cause heart disease and high blood pressure. 

So, before jumping on the hold-the-carbs bandwagon, decide if maybe a healthy, balanced diet isn't better for you in the long run. 
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	7. from "Hold the Carbs!"
What sentence supports the author's claim that carbs are important for health?



	
	a) "Why, carbohydrates are found in breads, fruits, and vegetables."

	
	b) "While this craze is extremely popular, the dieter needs to understand the overall health risks."

	
	c) "The body requires the nutrients and fiber found in fruits and vegetables."

	
	d) "A high protein and high-fat diet can actually cause heart disease and high blood pressure."


"Become an Advertising Salesperson!" 
Are you friendly, self-driven, and aggressive?  Do you LOVE to SELL?  We at Landing Advertising are looking for great people to join our team.  We have full-time positions, great pay, and health benefits.  You must have strong people skills, computer skills, and be able to spell correctly.  You must also have THE DESIRE TO SUCCEED!  Experience in sales is not necessary.  If you are the right person for us, call 555-SELL for an interview.  Or email us at info @ sales.net
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	8. from "Become an Advertising Salesperson!"
Why does the author write "THE DESIRE TO SUCCEED" in capital letters? 



	a)
	to stress the qualities of the person the company is looking for

	b)
	to stress what the company policies and objectives are 

	c)
	to persuade the reader to want to succeed in a career

	d)
	to persuade the reader that they will succeed if they get the job 




