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Identifying an Author's Purpose
When identifying the author's purpose for writing 
a persuasive text, we must look at several things:
§ the main idea
§ the facts presented
§ the opinions presented
§ the supporting evidence

What is a main idea? 

The central topic of a piece of writing. It is what the 
writing is all about.

What is the main idea of "Seventh Grade" by Gary 
Soto that we read at the beginning of the year?

What is a fact? 
A fact is something that is true. 
Ex: My hair is black. My eyes are brown.

Turn to your neighbor and tell them one fact about 
you.

What is an opinion? 
Something that is a person's own belief or a personal 
viewpoint. 
Ex: My hair is beautiful. My eyes are beautiful.

Turn to your neighbor and tell them one opinion you 
have.

What is persuasive text? 

Persuasive text is any writing in which an author is 
expressing facts or opinions to try to convince the 
reader. 

Ex: opinion columns in the newspaper, student 
essays asking for a change in school policy, etc.

Why would you or anyone else have to write to 
persuade?

Author's position: 

What the author believes. This is also referred to as 
the author's point of view or perspective.

Ex: If the commercials we viewed were "written 
texts," the author’s position would be, "Cheerios 
are good and good for you. You should buy 
cheerios."

Supporting Evidence: 

facts, details, statistics or examples given by the 
author that help the reader form judgments. 

Ex: In the Cheerios commercial, there was 
"supporting evidence" of why Cheerios are good 
for you ­ they make your heart healthy.

Give examples from the game commercial that are 
supporting evidence. In other words, what is being 
shown to make you believe it is a cool game 
system?
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Roads Can Hurt Us

Just before the end of his Presidency, President Clinton ordered that 60 million acres of our national forests be kept off limits to new roads.  This ruling is very important and should not be overturned, for several reasons.  First, roadless areas are sources of clean water. Second they are vital to preserving endangered species. Opponents of roadless areas say that the ruling would have an adverse economic impact on the logging and mining industries; but this is not so, because more than half of the 192 million acres would be available for industry.  Some people argue that new roads are needed for access to our national parks, but 360,000 miles of roads already exist in the national parks, and most of them are in great need of repair. Some argue that a ban on roads will put people nearby in greater risk of fire, but the rule permits the building of roads where there is a threat of fire.  The public overwhelmingly supports a ban on roads in the national parks.  It is heartbreaking to think of these wilderness areas defaced by ugly roads, the trees felled and hacked up.  I believe that our president should save the rule to protect our wilderness.


---Signed,


Concerned Hiker
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