Persuasive Strategies Worksheet
Name ___________________________

Hour _____________

Directions:  Fill in the blank with the correct advertising technique.

________________ “I eat this cereal every morning and I’m an Olympic champion!”

________________ “Only the smartest consumer will buy this product.”

________________ “Your child may be unsafe without a Carsafe car seat.”

________________ “As a policeman, I see a lot of crime.  That’s why I use Lockdown on my own car.”

________________ “Look for the crown. It’ll mean you’re eating quality fast-food.”

________________ “Kids love these treats. They’ll eat ‘em up every time.  Schools are serving these as part of their lunch programs because all of the students really like the taste.  My own kids think they’re delicious and eat them like nothing else they’ve ever eaten.”

________________ “All the cool kids in school will be wearing Hottie Jeans.”

________________ “Don’t delay, you can’t afford to be without this window cleaner.  It will allow you to see the world you have been missing.  Hurry, buy it today!”

________________ “90% of my child’s teachers agree that Hooked on Phonics really worked!”

________________ “The succulent taste of our butter fried chicken will make your mouth water.”

________________ “You won’t find prices this low again.  Our cars are being sold at such low prices they’re practically free!”

Name the persuasive strategy used.
	1. A bicycle commercial shows thousands of bicyclists on the road riding their brand of bike. The commercial states that everyone is buying this bike. (1 point)

	

	

	2. A magazine ad for shampoo states that your hair will be beautiful and shiny and you will be attractive enough to become a movie star (1 point

	3. Hannah Montana is shown on a commercial for blond hair color (1 point)

	4. A Nike commercials states that 98% of the runners in the Boston marathon who wore their shoes did not get an injury (1 point)

	5. An ad for toothpaste says that kids will have 99% fewer cavities (1 point)

	6. A Sonic commercial states that there is no other place in the world as fun as Sonic (1 point)

	

	

	

	7. In a McDonald’s ad, you hear the same song over and over that states "McDonalds is a great place for a great time." (1 point)

	

	

	8. Tiger Woods is shown drinking Mountain Dew on a billboard (1 point)

	

	

	Loaded Words

	stuck-up quiet boring funny silly talkative lively nosy helpful

Which of these words would you use to describe your best friend? Would you use the same words to describe someone you did not like? “Loaded” words suggest feeling either good or bad. People sometimes use loaded words to describe a person or an event. Loaded words can make the reader or listener react emotionally instead of thinking critically about the facts.

Part A Can you recognize loaded words? Circle the loaded words in each sentence below. Then put a plus sign (+) above those with positive connotations and a minus sign (-) above those with negative connotations.

1. The handsome young President took his beautiful wife’s arm as they left the concert.

2. The boastful senator strutted to this seat.

3. The governor patiently answered the reporters’ annoying questions.

4. The conceited rock performer brushed past his adoring fans.

5. The greedy baseball player would only sign autographs for money.

Part B: Speakers often use loaded words to influence their listeners’ opinions. Circle the loaded words in the following speech. Then put a plus sign (+) above those with positive connotations and a minus sign (-) above those with negative connotations. Then answer the questions below by circling the letter of the best choice.

Our noblest duty is to be strong as we work for peace. The choice is clear. Either we sign this treaty and make the horror of war less likely, or we shall face a more dangerous world. I urge the Senate to give overwhelming support to the treaty.

6. The real issue which the speaker is talking about is _____________________.

a. a proposed treaty b. the horror of war c. strength for peace

7. Loaded words are used to make listeners want to _______________ the treaty.

a. oppose b. support c. maintain d. do nothing about

Part C: 
8. Complete the following editorial statement with words which might make readers like the candidate: 
An _____________________ crowd of _____________________ people listened
as the ____________________ candidate, James Wellrun, gave a ______________ speech.
9. Complete the following editorial statement with words which might make readers dislike the candidate: 
An _____________________ crowd of _____________________ people listened as the ____________________ candidate, James Wellrun, gave a ______________ speech.


