AP World History Syllabus

Instructor: Melissa Williams
E-mail Address: mwilliams@jocombs.k12.az.us
Telephone: 480-882-3540, ext. 1820

Course Description: Students will examine common themes throughout world history from 8,000 BCE through the present-day. Students will identify ways in which people, cultures, and nations have changed over time and the patterns connected to this change. This course will highlight cause and effect, consequences of actions and decisions, as well as the similarities and differences between societies.

We will be utilizing the following AP World History themes throughout the course. These themes will act as a guide in identifying the connections and processes that help to explain change and continuity over time.

Five AP World History Themes:
1. The interaction between humans and the environment.
2. The development and interaction of cultures.
3. State-building, expansion, and conflict.
4. The creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems.
5. The development and transformation of social structures.
Texts: 
A.P. World History will be treated as a college-level course. Therefore, students will read college-level texts, essays, and articles. 
1. Bentley, Jerry H., & Ziegler, Herbert F. (2008). Traditions and Encounters: A Global 
Perspective on the Past (4th ed.). Boston, Massachusetts: McGraw-Hill Higher Education. (Available at the school bookstore 2 weeks prior to the start of school)
2. Reilly, Kevin (2009). Worlds of History (3rd ed.). Boston, Massachusetts: Bedford/St. Martin's.
3. Crowley, Robert (2001). What If? New York: Berkley Publishing Group. 
4. AP World History Workshop Handbook and Materials (2008-2009) from the College Board
5. Maps, newspaper articles, journal articles, etc. will be used from a variety of sources.
6. A private collection of approximately 10 DVDs on various related topics.
7. AP Exam preparation guides.
Textbook Site: http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0073406937/student_view0/
Classroom Format: Class time will be a combination of lecture, discussion, cooperative groups, and presentations. It is strongly encouraged that students form study groups, in order to study during nights and weekends. In addition, as the date for the AP exam gets closer, there will be after school and Saturday study sessions available. 

Homework: This is an intensive course. Therefore, students should expect 60-90 minutes of homework 5 to 7 days a week. Homework can be written work, or reading assignments. Assignments are due by the due date! Assignments may be turned in the next day for ½ credit. Any day after that will be scored as a zero.

Course Requirements:
· Be prepared to take the AP World History exam on May 12, 2011. 
· Participate in class and complete all assignments thoroughly and by the due date.
· Attend class on a daily basis and arrive on time!
· If you miss class for any reason, you must make up your work in a timely manner. Please contact me by e-mail, or see me during academic lab for information about the work missed during your absence. 
· You must have a notebook for all of your notes. DO NOT THROW AWAY OR MISPLACE THIS INFORMATION! You will need this material in order to study for semester finals and the AP exam. I will perform notebook checks to ensure that you are keeping up with readings, lectures, charts, etc. BE SURE TO HAVE YOUR NOTEBOOK EVERYDAY!
· It will be important for you to create a system for studying and organizing vocabulary from every unit. You may chose whatever system works best for you: note cards, study groups, etc.
· If you do not maintain a C average at semester, you will be dropped from this class!
· Do not hesitate to ask me a question if needed- I am here to help you in any way that I can.
Grading Policy:

Unit Exams and Fall/Winter/Spring Projects: 100 pts.
Study Guides: 50 pts.
Chapter Outlines with Vocabulary: 25 pts.
Weekly Chapter Quizzes (In-class): 50 pts.
Weekly Chapter Quizzes (Online for participation): 25 pts.
Class work/Homework: 25 pts.
Mindset: 15 pts.

***Please note that additional projects, research papers, essays, etc. will be assigned a point value based on the intensity and expectations of the assignment.

Course Outline:

Unit I: Early Complex Societies, c. 8,000 BCE to 500 BCE (5 weeks)
Essential Questions: What makes a civilization? How do people or groups become civilized? In what ways do groups change the most: cultural diffusion or independent invention?

Topic I: Locating world history in time and the environment

Topic II: Developing agriculture and technology

Topic III: Basic features of early civilizations (Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus Valley/Harrapan, Shang/Huang He Valley, Mesoamerica and Andean South America)

Topic IV: Belief systems (Hinduism, Judaism, Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, Christianity, Polytheism)

Topic V: Classical civilizations of China, India, the Mediterranean, and Mesoamerica

Topic VI: Late classical period (200 C.E.-600 C.E.)

Comparisons: Major religions and belief systems; gender roles within belief systems; empire collapse in W. Europe v. E. Mediterranean and China; Caste system v. other early social class systems; traditions and institutions in major civilizations; early interregional trade; political/social structures of early civilizations; role of technology in the growth of large state structures

Units II through IV: Classical Societies (500 BCE to 500 CE), The Post-Classical Era (500 to 1000), An Age of Cross-Cultural Interaction (1000 to 1500) (15 weeks)
Essential Questions: Why should culture be studied? How have cultural changes impacted societies, regions, and overall global environment? How did these changes come about (nomadic migrations v. urban growth)? Was there a global economic system at this time?

Topic I: The rise of new empires and political systems (E. Asia, the Americas, Europe, Africa, S. and S.E. Asia)

Topic II: The Islamic World (unifying force, social structure)

Topic III: Cultural diffusion through trade and its impact on regions and cultures (spread of belief systems, technology)

Topic IV: Impact of urbanization (disease, centers of trade) and migration (Afro-Eurasia and the Americas)

Comparisons: Role and functions of cities in major societies; gender systems and changes to it (Islam); interactions between the 3 major world religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam); political/social institutions of W. Europe v. E. Europe; Japanese v. European feudalism; European v. sub-Saharan contact with Islam; Chinese civil service exam v. meritocracy

Unit V: The Origins of Global Interdependence 1500 to 1800 (6 weeks)
Essential Questions: What part did Europe’s predominance in the world economy play in other aspects of society (social, cultural, political)? How does the global economy during this period compare to previous periods?

Topic I: Evolution of trade, technology, and global interaction (Columbian Exchange, advanced weaponry, navigation)

Topic II: Knowledge of major empires, political, and social systems

Topic III: Slavery and the slave trade

Topic IV: Population and environmental changes

Topic V: Cultural and intellectual revolutions (Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment, cultural change, creation of new belief systems)

Comparisons: colonial administrations; coercive labor systems; developing an empire; imperial systems; economic exchange (Mesoamerica and Andean systems)

Unit VI: The Age of Revolution 1750 to 1914 (4 weeks)
Essential Questions: How did technology and economic growth (Industrial Revolution) impact the world? How did labor systems evolve throughout this period? Which groups gained rights throughout this period and how did they gain those rights? What were some new types of conflicts that developed throughout the world and why did these conflicts emerge? How and why did idea of “The West” as the major force in history become popular?

Topic I: Evolution of global commerce, communications, and technology (Industrial Revolution and international trade)

Topic II: Demographic changes and its impact on the environment (migration, end of slave trade, birth rate, medical technology, food)

Topic III: Changes in social and gender structures 

Topic IV: Political Revolutions (France, Haiti, Mexico, China) and independence movements (United States, Latin America)

Topic V: Western Dominance (Nationalism, imperialism)

Topic VI: Cultural and artistic interactions among societies 
Comparisons: Causes and early phases of the Industrial Revolution in W. Europe and Japan; Haitian v. French Revolution; reaction to foreign influence (Ottoman Empire, China, India, S.E. Asia, and Japan); Nationalism (China and Japan, Egypt and Italy, Pan Africanism and the Indian Congress Movement); Western intervention (Latin America, Africa, S.E. Asia); Roles and conditions of elite women in Latin America and W. Europe before 1850

Unit VII: Contemporary Global Realignments 1914 to Present Day (7 weeks)
Essential Questions: How have global conflicts influenced the world we see today (migration patterns, current conflicts, etc.)? What caused and continues to cause these conflicts to become global issues? How have international groups influenced change in regions throughout the modern-day world? Are we just a collection of individual states, or are we truly a global community? 

Topic I: Global wars and peace (WWI, WWII, the Holocaust, Cold War, international organizations, such as League of Nations, United Nations, Nonaligned Nations)

Topic II: “New” Nationalism (Fascism, racism, genocide, decolonization, fall of the U.S.S.R.)

Topic III: Global economic developments (The Great Depression in Latin America, technology, Pacific Rim, multi-national corporations)

Topic IV: Social reform and social revolution (gender roles, family structures, feminism, peasant protest, Marxism, religious fundamentalism)

Topic V: Globalization of science, technology, and culture

Topic VI: Environmental factors (demographics-birth/death rate, migration, urbanization, environmental movements)

Comparisons: Patterns and results of decolonization (Africa and India); Revolutions and their effect on women (Russia, Chinese, Cuban, Iranian); impact of colonialism on economic development (Africa, Asia, Latin America); nationalism and European colonization; differences in independence movements; global interactions in cultural arenas; globalization and the western consumer society; forms of warfare in the 20th century; proposals for economic growth in developing nations and the social/political consequences
