Advanced Placement World History

Developed by: M. Williams, Dept. Chair, August 2010

Course Description: Students will examine common themes throughout world history from 8,000 BCE through the present-day. Students will identify ways in which people, cultures, and nations have changed over time and the patterns connected to this change. This course will highlight cause and effect, consequences of actions and decisions, as well as the similarities and differences between societies.
We will be utilizing the following AP World History themes throughout the course. These themes will act as a guide in identifying the connections and processes that help to explain change and continuity over time.
AP World History Themes:

1. The interaction between humans and the environment.
2. The development and interaction of cultures.
3. State-building, expansion, and conflict.
4. The creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems.
5. The development and transformation of social structures.
Course Requirements/Student Goals: 
· Be prepared to take the AP World History exam on May 12, 2011. 
· Participate in class and complete all assignments thoroughly and by the due date.
· Attend class on a daily basis and arrive on time!
· If you miss class for any reason, you must make up your work in a timely manner. Please contact me by e-mail, or see me during academic lab for information about the work missed during your absence. 
· You must have a notebook for all of your notes. DO NOT THROW AWAY OR MISPLACE THIS INFORMATION! You will need this material in order to study for semester finals and the AP exam. I will perform notebook checks to ensure that you are keeping up with readings, lectures, charts, etc. BE SURE TO HAVE YOUR NOTEBOOK EVERYDAY!
· It will be important for you to create a system for studying and organizing vocabulary from every unit. You may chose whatever system works best for you: note cards, study groups, etc.
Text and Other Materials:
Bentley, Jerry H., & Ziegler, Herbert F. (2008). Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past (4th ed.). Boston, 
	Massachusetts: McGraw-Hill Higher Education.
Reilly, Kevin (2009). Worlds of History (3rd ed.). Boston, Massachusetts: Bedford/St. Martin's.

Crowley, Robert (2001). What If? New York: Berkley Publishing Group. 

AP World History Workshop Handbook and Materials (2008-2009) from the College Board
· Maps, newspaper articles, journal articles, etc. will be used from a variety of sources.
· A private collection of approximately 10 DVDs on various related topics.
· AP Exam preparation guides.
Instructional Methods: 
The class will meet for two 97-minute periods and one 58-minute period per week. In addition, in March through the AP testing date, we will meet as a group on Saturdays for exam review (optional).
· Lecture-discussion, with use of Smartboard technology to project notes, maps, and documents. 
· Poster-sized paper for organizing class information.
· Outlining, summarizing, analysis worksheets and mapping activities.
· Educational video clips, with accompanying video guide/creation of student video guide, with notations referring to material from readings.
· Cooperative group activities.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Document-based question, Change over time, and Comparative essays and a peer review/edit of each.
· Research projects over fall, winter, and spring breaks.
Assessments: 
· All assigned work, including outlines, summaries, vocabulary, maps, charting exercises, analysis worksheets, and study guides.
· Chapter tests and unit exams.
· Individual participation.
· Small group presentations.
· Debate exercises.
· Document-based question, Change over time, and Comparative essays.
· Fall, winter, and spring break projects.
· Final exams (December and May).
Grading System: 
Student semester grades are averaged using the 40+40+20= semester grade formula. This ensures that 80% of the semester grade is consists of the 1st and 2nd quarter grades, while 20% comes from the score on the final exam. 
Instructional Time Frame: 

1st Quarter: 26 days (34.5 hours); Chapters 1-10 
2nd Quarter: 27 Days (36 hours); Chapters 11-20
3rd Quarter: 23 Days (30 hours); Chapters 21-31
4th Quarter: 22 Days (30.5 hours); Chapters 32-40
Course Planner-Objectives-Readings:

Unit I: Early Complex Societies			   							         		 Chapters 1-6
A. Topics:
· Early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus River Valley.
· Early China, Africa, and the Americas.
· Indian Civilizations
· Trading Networks (Indian Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Silk Roads, etc.)
· Religions: From Monotheism to Polytheism
B. Readings:
· Cities and Civilizations
· Excerpts from The Epic of Gilgamesh, and from Hammurabi’s Code
C. Objectives:
Student will be able to:
· Explain how geographic features influenced the development of human society in the post-Neolithic Age.
· Categorize agricultural, technological, political, and cultural developments according to the correct period.
· Explain cultural diffusion and provide examples of diffusion throughout Eurasian societies.
· Compare the political, social, and cultural features of the Mesopotamians, Egyptians, Indus River Valley, early Chinese and American societies.
· Explain how the development of metallurgy influenced early societies. 
· Explain the development and function of trade networks by land and sea in Eurasia.
D. Essays:
· Compare early Egypt and Mesopotamia in religious beliefs, city-life, and women’s status.
Unit II: Classical Societies			   							         		           Chapters 7-12
A. Topics:
· Ancient Greece and Persia.
· The Persian Wars
· Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic World
· The Rise of Imperial Rome and China
· Indian Civilizations
· Philosophical Transformations: Legalism, Confucianism, Daoism
B. Readings:
· Chinese and Greco-Roman Innovations by G.E.R. Lloyd
· Excerpts from, The Analects by Confucius
· The Buddha’s First Sermon
· Women in the Classical Era by Sarah Shaver Hughes and Brady Hughes
C. Objectives:
Students will be able to
· Compare the three Chinese philosophies of Legalism, Confucianism, and Daoism.
· Explain environmental influences on peoples of the Mediterranean and the Middle East.
· Explain the roots of the Persians and its influence from the Mesopotamians.
· Describe the development of the Greek civilization and culture, and the conflict between city-states.
· Explain the tense relationship between Persians and Greeks, and describe the common features of the two civilizations.
· Explain how religion and philosophy impacted Rome and China.
· Compare and contrast the Roman Empire and Han Dynasty.
D. Essays: 
· Compare 2 of the “new” religions to develop in the classical era 
Unit III: The Post-Classical Era											         Chapters 13-17
A. Topics
· Western Europe, post-Roman Empire
· The Rise of Eastern Europe (The Byzantine Empire)
· Greek and Roman Influence in post-Classical Europe
· The Formation and Spread of Islam
· The Restoration of Centralized Rule in Asia (Sui, Tang, Song Dynasties)
· Islam and Hinduism in India
· Medieval Europe and Christianity
B. Readings:
· Excerpt on marriage from the Justinian Code
· Readings from the Koran
· Excerpt from The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu
· The Spread of World Religions by Jerry Bentley
C. Objectives:
Student will be able to:
· Explain why the Western Roman Empire crumbled, while China was able to remain as one unit.
· Explain how the environment in India led to the creation of social and government systems there.
· Discuss and analyze the achievements in science and technology in India, and how these achievements still influence the world today.
· Compare and contrast Hinduism and Buddhism.
· Discuss the development of the Silk Road and its influence on cultural diffusion and trade in classical societies.
· Discuss the impact of the Indian Ocean Trade network on Eurasia, Africa, and Southeast Asia.
· Explain the foundations of Islam, its cultural roots, and its spread throughout the Middle East.
· Discuss the Islamic schism (Sunnis, Shia).
· Compare the roles of Islamic women with earlier Middle Eastern societies.
· Explain how societies and governments developed in Western Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire.
· Discuss the role of Roman law and government, and Germanic culture on Western European states.
· Compare the Latin Church in Western Europe with the Eastern Orthodox Church in the Byzantine Empire and analyze the schism in 1054 CE.
· Explain why the Eastern Roman Empire, later called the Byzantine Empire, and the Western Europe were similar and different after the fall of the Roman Empire.
· Describe the agricultural and technological advancements on the economy of medieval Europe.
· Describe the rise and fall of the Sui and Tang Dynasties and the influence on later dynasties and neighboring lands.
· Discuss the spread of Buddhism in Asia.
· Discuss the role of urbanization on the culture and economies of cities.
· Discuss the scientific and technological advancements of the Tang and Song dynasties.
D. Essays
· Document Based Question on cultural diffusion throughout Eurasia in the late 12th and early 13th centuries.
Unit IV: The Age of Cross Cultural Interaction									         Chapters 18-22
A. Topics
· Nomadic Influence in Eurasia (Turks, Mongols)
· Societies in Sub-Saharan Africa
· The High Middle Ages in Western Europe
· The Crusades and Its Impact
· Societies in South America and Mesoamerica
· Development of Societies in the Pacific Islands
· Long-Distance Trade 
· The Plague
· Empire Building in the Indian Ocean Basin and Atlantic Ocean (European and Chinese)
B. Readings:
· Pope Urban at Clermont by Fulcher of Chartres
· The Capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders by Raymond of St. Giles, Count of Toulouse
· Origins of the Black Death by Gabriele de’ Mussis
· Consequences of the Black Death in Europe by Williams H. McNeill
C. Objectives:
Student will be able to:
· Explain how nomadic societies were similar and different and how their environments influenced their societies, cultures, and economies.
· Explain why history in the Americas is limited.
· Discuss why societies in the Americas developed differently than those in Eurasia.
· Describe how and why societies in the Americas developed differently throughout the continents.
· Explain how early American societies (Chavin and Olmec) influenced later civilizations.
· Describe the rise and fall of the Mongols and their impact on people of Europe, the Middle East, and Asia.
· Compare and contrast the Mongol legacy in Western Europe and Asia.
· Describe the Indian Ocean trade route.
· Explain how Islam spread throughout Eurasia and Africa, and the difference in beliefs depending on location.
· Describe the influence of Islam on the economies of Eurasia and Africa.
· Explain how the high middle ages differed from the early middle ages, in terms of political, social, and economic structures.
· Discuss the development of centralized governments (monarchies) in Europe.
· Discuss the scientific and technological achievements of the Late Middle Ages.
D. Essays
· Compare the technology of the Mongols and Song dynasty.
Unit V: The Origins of Global Interdependence									         Chapters 23-29
A. Topics
· European Exploration (Atlantic and Mediterranean)
· Global Trade and Exchanges
· The Reformation
· The Creation of European States
· The Emergence of Capitalist Society
· The Scientific Revolution and Emergence of Enlightenment Thought
· Colonial Societies in the Americas
· European Colonialism in the Pacific
· The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and the African Diaspora
· Political Stability in East Asia (Ming and Qing Dynasties)
· The Unification of Japan
· The Rise and Fall of Islamic Empires
· The Foundations of the Russian Empire in Europe
B. Readings:
· Martin Luther Burns at the Stake, 1521 by Geoffrey Parker
· The Scientific Revolution in the West by Franklin Le Van Baumer
· A Dutch Massacre of the Algonquins  by David Pieterzen DeVries
· China, Technology, and Change by Lynda Norene Shaffer
C. Objectives:
Student will be able to:
· Identify motives for European control in the global world.
· List reasons why European colonization was more successful in the Americas than Africa or Asia.
· Explain how people of the Americas, Africa, and Asia reacted to European advancements in their lands.
· Explain how the Protestant and Catholic Reformations altered Europe.
· Discuss the evolution of the roles of nobles, clergy, and monarchs during the high Middle Ages.
· Discuss the creation of nation-states in Europe.
· Compare and contrast urban and rural life in Europe.
· Discuss the impact of the Enlightenment and Scientific Revolution on politics, culture, science, and economics in Europe.
· Explain how the Americas were changed by European contact and what factors influenced that change.
· Describe the differences in regions throughout the Americas based on race, class, economics, and geography.
· Describe the Columbian Exchange and its impact on the Americas and Europe.
· Explain how the trans-Atlantic systems changed the lives of people in Africa, the Americas, and Europe.
· Describe the rise of capitalism and its impact on world economies.
· Compare and contrast Islamic empires in the Middle East and India.
· Explain how European trading changed economies and societies in the Middle East, India, and Europe.
· Compare and contrast the rise of central rule in Russia and Japan, as well as the challenges of both nations.
· Describe the Qing Dynasty and the challenge it faced in a changing world.
D. Essays
· Document-based question analyzing the societal and economic effects of the flow of silver from the 16th to early 18th centuries (1500-1750).
· Compare the racial ideologies of North America with those of the Caribbean/Latin America from 1000-1830.
· Change over time essay addressing the Indian Ocean trading routes from 650-1750. 
Unit VI: An Age of Revolution, Industry, and Empire to 1914							         Chapters 30-34
A. Topics
· European and American Revolutions 
· Nationalism in Europe
· The Unification of Germany and Italy
· The Industrial Revolution and Capitalism
· The Industrial Revolution and Urbanization
· American Expansion and the Civil War
· Economic Development in the Americas
· American Society and Culture
· The Decline of the Ottoman Empire
· Under Pressure: The Russian Empire
· Stress in China
· European Imperialism
B. Readings:
· The American Declaration of Independence
· The French Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen
· A Constitution for Venezuela by Simon Bolivar
· Asia and the Industrial Revolution by Arnold Pacey
· Excerpt from The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
· The Industrial Revolution Outside the West by Peter N. Sterns
· Economic Trajectories in Latin America by John H. Coatsworth
· If Lincoln Had Not Freed the Slaves by Tom Wicker
· The World Revolution of Westernization by Theodore von Laue
· Good-bye Asia by Fukuzawa Yukichi
· Excerpt from Hind Swaraj by Mohandas Ghandi
· Images from Japan
C. Objectives:
Students will be able to:
· Explain the factors leading to the American and French Revolutions and how the outcomes influenced the lives of ordinary people.
· Describe how the American and French Revolutions influenced revolutions throughout the world.
· Describe the Industrial Revolution and explain its impact on Europe, the Americas, Asia, and Africa.
· Explain why the Industrial Revolution was delayed in Asia and Africa.
· Explain what factors led to the independence movements in Latin America.
· Describe American cultural reforms in the 19th century.
· Explain the changing roles of women in Russia, China, and the Ottoman Empire.
· Explain the challenges of new nations in Africa (internal and external).
· Explain how British and French colonialism impacted colonies, describe the methods used to rule these colonies, and whether British or French nationalism developed because of colonialism.
· Describe how new technologies altered the societies, economies, and politics of Europe, the United States, Russia, and Japan.
· Explain the role of nationalism in uniting or splintering various countries/groups.
· Examine the methods used in the imperialism of the 19th and 2oth centuries and the overall goals of imperialism during this time period.
· Explain how the “scramble for Africa” negatively impacted Africa and its people.
D. Essays
· Document-based question analyzing the reaction of Africans to European imperialism/colonialism.
· Compare the goals and results of the revolutionary process in the newly formed United States and France.
· Change over time essay addressing the political, social, and economic effects that occurred because of new contacts among Western Europe, Africa, and the Americas from Columbus (1492) to 1750.
Unit VII: Contemporary Global Realignments to the Present							         Chapters 35-40
A. Topics
· Moving Towards War
· The War to End All Wars
· The Russian Revolution
· A Global Depression
· Political Challenges in Europe
· Conflict in Asia
· All Roads Lead to World War II
· Life During WWII
· The Holocaust
· The Development and Use of the Atomic Bomb
· Results of WWII: The Cold War and Israel
· World Relations During the Cold War
· The Development of 3rd World Countries in the Post-War Era
· Globalization in the late 20th and 21st Centuries
B. Readings:
· The Coming of the First World War by Sally Marks
· Excerpts from All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque
· Except from War and Revolution by V.I. Lenin
· Excerpts from Fourteen Points by Woodrow Wilson
· The Rise of Hitler by Joachim C. Fest
· Pius XII Protests the Holocaust by Robert Katz
· Speech to the SS by Heinrich Himmler
· Excerpts from Night by Elie Wiesel
· The Jewish State by Theodor Herzel
· The Marriage Law of the People’s Republic of China
C. Objectives:
Students will be able to:
· Examine the factors that led to World War I and compare it to previous wars.
· Discuss the impact of WWI on Russia, its influence on the Russian Revolution and development of a communist U.S.S.R.
· Describe post-war life in western societies.
· Examine the political and social changes that took place in China and Japan after WWI.
· List and analyze the issues left unresolved by the Treaty of Versailles and how these issues led to growing tension and conflict in Europe.
· Describe how fascism and Nazism led to inhumane philosophies about people considered to be outsiders.
· Explain what factors and philosophies led to the Holocaust.
· Describe how and why WWII helped to end imperialism.
· List and explain the scientific and technological advancements during WWII.
· Describe the rise of independence movements in Latin America, Asia, and Africa after WWII.
· Examine the factors leading to the creation of an Israeli state and its impact on the Palestinian people.
· Explain how allies during WWII became enemies after the war.
· Explain what role the Middle East has in the world economy (oil) and political/civil unrest.
· Explain why the Cold War changed the political landscape of world politics.
· Describe how the Cold War impacted scientific and technological movements in the 20th century.
· Discuss the creation or world organizations that have influenced and continue to influence the growing inter-dependent world.
D. Essays
· Create your own document-based essay on a topic from chapters 35-40 (Students will choose 9 documents based on their topics, write a question that will be addressed in their essays, analyze those documents, and write a document-based essay on their findings). 
· Change over time essay that addresses major changes/continuities in the creation of national identities in Central Europe and the Middle East.
· Compare the emergence of nation-states in Latin America during the 19th century, with those of Sub-Saharan Africa in the 20th Century.

