Discussion Questions (Due August 10th)

Cities and Civilizations by Kevin Reilly

1. What is a civilization? What makes a civilization possible?

2. Where did the urban revolution begin? Why?

3. What made the urban revolution possible?

4. What did the first cities create in society? Why is this important to the development of civilizations?

5. Explain how the physical remains of ancient cities relate to cities today.

6. What do you think the statement, “Civilized life is secure life” means? Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

7. Why were new methods of communication needed in cities?

8. Explain the difference between the spoken and written word. Why was this a change in education, knowledge, etc.?

9. Why was village life more personal? Do you think that people feel this way about smaller towns versus larger cities? Explain.

10. Reilly states, “…the model of the king’s power and freedom became a goal for the rest of society.” What do you think this means? Is it valid today? Please provide specific examples.

11. Using the chart, list the similarities and differences between Mesopotamia and Egypt.
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	Differences

	











	


From The Epic of Gilgamesh

1. Who was Gilgamesh? Why is he important?

2. Describe the evolution of writing in Sumer. Why is writing and the development of language considered to be a technological tool?

3. What is the meaning of the story of the taming of Enkidu by the harlot? Does Enkidu also tame Gilgamesh?

4. What two worlds do Enkidu and Gilgamesh represent?

5. Describe the author’s feelings towards city and country life. Which does the author prefer? 

6. What are the advantages and disadvantages of city life, according to the author?

7. What does the story of the flood tell you about life in Mesopotamia? Would the Egyptians tell a similar story? Why or why not?

From Hammurabi’s Code

1. Where did this code come from? Who designed it and why?

2. Why do you think the book’s publishers decided to focus on the issues of theft, family, assault, and liability? 

3. What do these laws tell us about class divisions in Babylonian society? Do you believe that people today are punished/not punished for crimes based on their role in society? Explain.

4. What can we learn about the roles of men and women, based on these laws?

5. Do any of these laws/punishments seem unusual today? Explain.

6. Choose 3 laws from Hammurabi’s Code and 3 laws we have today (local, state, or national). How are they similar? How are the different?

7. Do you believe that some of the punishments are too harsh, or do you think they are appropriate for the crime? Explain.

