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Reading activity 2:                                                                               The Caloric and Kinetic Theories of Heat
Introductory Chemistry Spring 2010
Objective: 
· Compare the evidence in support of two competing theories
· Describe the contributions of different scientists to the understanding of thermodynamics
· Explain the basis of the Kinetic Molecular Theory of Heat

Instructions
Read the following passage to determine the evidence given for the caloric and kinetic theory. Underline or highlight the information that is given as evidence for each theory. Then, answer the questions that follow.  



































Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Use complete sentences. 
1. Reflect. What is the evidence in favor of the caloric theory?
2. Reflect. What is the evidence in favor of the kinetic theory?
3. Reflect. Which theory do you think better explains temperature changes? What makes you prefer this theory? (Complete Sentences)
4. Apply. Describe/design and experiment that would provide enough evidence to convince others that one of the theories provides a better explanation than the other.
5. Extend. Write a paragraph comparing the experiments performed by Black and Hirn to Lavoisier and Count Rumford. Explain which experiment discredits the caloric theory and how it does so. 
