AP AMERICAN LITERATURE
SUMMER READING PROJECT
This summer, in preparation for 10 Honors American Literature, you will read THREE books, The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne, ONE from the list below, and ONE book that is written by an American author and was printed within the past 5 years.  The books on the list are considered classics, so you should have no difficulties acquiring a copy from a library or a discounted bookstore. The other book you choose should be easy to obtain as well, since it is a newer book. PLEASE do NOT read a book you have already read!! You will write a literary analysis on the two books you read. When you return to school the first day, you will turn in your literary analysis AND take a test over The Scarlet Letter. If you do not have your analysis and/or fail the test, you will be transferred out of the AP class.
*Book Options (please read the unabridged versions, NOT the watered down versions for children):

· Th Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
· Catch 22 by Joseph Heller
· The Color Purple by Alice Walker
· Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya
· A Separate Peace by John Knowles
· Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
· My Antonia by Willa Cather
· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
· One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
· Moby Dick by Herman Melville
· The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
· Uncle Tom’s Cabin  by Harriet Beecher Stowe
Literary Analysis Requirements: In your paper (which needs to be written according to final draft format), you will give a brief synopsis of each and author, explain how each represents the time period in which it was written, and compare the differences and similarities of the books related to the time periods (how things have changed/how they have remained the same). You will, of course, need to use direct quotes from the book (and from your sources, if desired). Cite your sources correctly. Your analysis will require some research on your part. Please include a works cited page to give credit to your sources. 
*You MAY choose another book that is NOT on the above list, but it MUST be representative of American literature, AND be included on a college-bound reading list AND approved by Mrs. Anderson.
If you have any questions and need to contact me this summer, please e-mail (wanderson@jocombs.k12.az.us).  
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Good luck and enjoy the experience!
Mrs. Anderson, M.Ed.

