Education
Should everyone use same textbooks and tests? Governors and education leaders proposed sweeping new school standards that could lead to students across the country using the same math and English textbooks and taking the same tests. But two states — Texas and Alaska — have already refused to join the project, and everyone from state legislatures to the nation's 10,000 local school boards and 3 million teachers could chime in with their opinions. 
"Texas has chosen to preserve its sovereign authority to determine what is appropriate for Texas children to learn in its public schools," Robert Scott, Texas' commissioner of education, wrote in a letter to U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas. "It is clear that the first step toward nationalization of our schools has been put into place."
Already, the federal government has opened bidding for $350 million to work on new national tests that would be given to students in states that adopt the national standards.
[image: http://tweentribune.com/images/ap_logo.gif]But some critics worry the federal government, which is enthusiastically watching the project but not directing it, will force them to adopt the results.
A look at the math standards reveals the changes are not dramatic. Kids would still learn to count in kindergarten, not multiply and divide.
But each grade will have fewer goals in each subject area, and the goals are written plainly with little or no educational jargon.
Also, some learning goals may start to show up earlier than expected.
For example, second-graders will be expected to add and subtract triple digit numbers. Fractions will start in third grade. Kindergartners will be expected to learn to count to 100.
Cathy Seeley, senior fellow at the Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas, has been involved in the revision of math standards in more than a dozen states. She saw a lot of similarity between the recent state revisions and the national plan.
Seeley said she didn't think making kids learn things earlier translated into higher standards.
"It's not that they're learning it well but too late. It's that they're not learning it well," Seeley said.
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Questions:
1. What is the issue being discussed in this article? List the main argument for and the main argument against the proposal.

2. Do you think this is a good idea? Why or why not? Support your opinion with textual evidence.



3. What problems might states, districts and teachers face if this proposal becomes a reality? What are the potential benefits?
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