I WOULD RATHER…

Directions: In Act IV, Scene I of Romeo and Juliet, Juliet gives an impassioned speech to the Friar. Read the speech (below) and then answer the questions that follow.

Juliet:

O, bid me leap, rather than marry Paris.

From off the battlements of any tower,

Or walk in thievish ways, or bid me lurk

Where serpents are; chain me with roaring bears,

Or hide me nightly in a charnel house,

O’er covered quite with dead mans rattle bones,

With reeky shanks and yellow chapless skulls,

Or bid me go into a new made grave

And hide me with a dead man in his shroud-

Things that, to hear them told, have made me tremble-

And I will do it without fear or doubt,

To live an unstained wife to my secret love.

1. What would Juliet hate to do?

2. What alternatives does she suggest?

3. Hyperbole is a poetic technique involving exaggeration. Find an example of hyperbole in Juliet’s lines.

4. Why doesn’t Juliet want to marry Paris?

Directions: You will now attempt to create an original poem based on Juliet’s speech. You will use the speech as your pattern. The first line introduces the worst thing you can think of doing, and the rest of the poem describes in detail what you would rather do than face that thing mentioned in line one. The bolded lines/words need to be the same in your poem.

Shakespeare’s Original:

O, bid me leap, rather than marry Paris.

From off the battlements of any tower,
Or walk in thievish ways, or bid me lurk

Where serpents are; chain me with roaring bears,

Or hide me nightly in a charnel house,

O’er covered quite with dead mans rattle bones,

With reeky shanks and yellow chapless skulls,

Or bid me go into a new made grave

And hide me with a dea man in his shroud—

Things that, to hear them told, have made me tremble-

And I will do it without fear or doubt,

To live an unstained wife to my secret love.

Sample 1:

Oh, make me mix, rather than run track intervals,

Oil and water for the rest of my life;

Or send me to ski M. St. Helens on May 8, 1980;

Or body surf the Bonzai Pipeline;

Roll me down the stairs in a wheelbarrow;

Or ride the Titanic’s maiden voyage;

Be the horns of a ram in combat;
Send my money to the IRS;

Or own the Red Sox; or take knitting classes;

Things that, to hear them told, have made me tremble-

Instead of running intervals in track.
