POETRY ANALYSIS AND SONNET WRITING ASSIGNMENT
Read the following poem by Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 
SONNET 43
	How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight.
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace.
I love thee to the level of everyday’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight.
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right;
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise.
I love thee with the passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints,--I love the with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life!—and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death.

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.
1. Reread lines 2-3. This is an example of hyperbole. What idea about love does it communicate? Do you think most people who are in love would make this same comment? Why or why not?
2. What belief about love is expressed in line 14?
3. In your experience, how do people in love often behave?
4. Which statement of the speaker’s love seems the strongest? Why?
5. Does the speaker’s overall expression of love ring true, or is it too exaggerated to believe?

Sonnet Writing: You will now write your own sonnet in the same style as Elizabeth Barrett Browning. You may use the same first line. Remember that this is a sonnet; please experiment with iambic pentameter and rhyme scheme (her rhyme scheme for this poem is abbaabbacdcdcd). 

Poem requirements:
· About love
· 14 lines
· Iambic Pentameter
· End rhyme (try to follow Elizabeth’s rhyme scheme)

Please make a final copy that is decorative in some way (color, border, picture, etc.). These will be displayed. Your name will need to appear under the title of your sonnet.

(example:			SONNET 43
				Elizabeth Barrett Browning)
