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ROMEO AND JULIET PERSONAL RESPONSE JOURNALS

During the next several weeks, we will read and discuss William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. As part of this unit, you will write a personal response journal entry each week, for a total of 4 entries. You are allowed to write up to 2 extra responses for extra credit.
Entry requirements: 
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1-2 pages in length

· Proper format (heading, black or blue ink, 1 inch margins, neat)

· Number of chosen response at the top

· Response on topic and relevant

· Response shows thought and includes rich, specific support

*ONE RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY IS DUE EACH FRIDAY*

Response Questions:

1. Is Romeo in love with Rosaline or is it infatuation? What is the difference? If you had a friend who was in a similar situation as Romeo’s, what advice would you give that person? (This can be a letter, a telephone conversation or a dialogue). 


2. When Romeo and Juliet meet at the party, they fall in “love at first sight.” Considering their age, is this real love? What is your opinion of “love at first sight?”

3. Romeo seems to be fickle with his affections. First he loves Rosaline and then he loves Juliet with a passion. How would you treat Romeo if he were your friend? What advice would you give him based on your knowledge of ‘fickle’ friendships? 

4. What qualities do you look for in friends? Which of these qualities did Benvolio and Mercutio share? Which of the two would you prefer to have as a friend? Why?

5. Romeo and Juliet get together despite the fact they know their parents would disapprove. Would their relationship have ended differently if they had tried to reason with their respective parents? How so?

6. Juliet is never seen with any friends of her own age. If she had a close friend, what would Juliet say about Romeo and their relationship to her friend? (This can be a letter, a telephone conversation or a dialogue). 

7. If Romeo and Juliet were modern teenagers, they would be unlikely to turn to a monk and a nurse for advice/help. Who would their modern mentors be and why? 

8. Imagine that you are either Romeo or Juliet. Write a response in your journal as if you were that character, talking about your feelings when you first met your “love.”
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9. Write the letter that Romeo left for his father. Remember to include his feelings about the feud, his family and Juliet. 

10. Write an interview with either Lord Capulet or Lord Montague that would take place after the deaths of their children. Include questions that would reflect his personality, his relationship with other characters and his feelings at the moment.

